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and the deliberate exercise of brutality and terrorism;
and, second, in the ideals for which they seek support.
Successful brutality, at home and abroad, by the
unrestrained use of all the instruments of power which
modern scientific technique supplies, is exhibited to
the people as the only aim worthy of a great nation.
They speak of strength, and they mean, and show that
they mean, brutality.
And, alas, they know their audience. For the mass
man of to-day, apparently, strength is brutality. The
conviction that it is force controlled by morality turns
out to be very far from universal. The fearful weak-
ness of capitalist democracy is grimly revealed. The
majority of its members have no moral conviction.
They do in fact worship cthe bitch-goddess Success5.
They have no scruple in their business; of what
effective strength is their legalized unscrupulousness
against the unscrupulous illegality of the Fascists?
The Fascists at least while they are in a minority, take
their lives in their hands. The average product of
capitalist democracy is not a brave man. Even the
streak of heroism in the gunman is beyond his range.
The Fascist has some moral advantage, even on the
positive side.
On the negative side, he has all the immoral
advantage. Some of his opponents are men of
principle. They have moral or religious scruples,
and they are baffled by the problem of defeating an
enemy who has none. They cannot adopt the sys-
tematic propaganda of lies; they cannot refuse to the
gunman the protection of the democratic freedoms that
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